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UIUECT'; aPPHOV-AB of WIIIE taps and UICROPHOKES • . ■ . _ . 

BY ROBERT F. KEKKEDY - ■ ■ ; ■ ' ' 

Specific apprava.1 of wire tap on Martin Luther King ‘ 

Article by Brev/ Pearson and Jack Anderson, * ‘ 

. . Friday, -6/24/6S . - . . . . ^ ■ * ' * 

Jack Anderson called and stated be wanted to speak 
In confidence- I told bio if it concerned an official 
matter I could not agree with this stipulation. He stated 
. ^ he merely wanted to tip me off that Drew Pearson will have 
an -article on Friday, 5/24/6S , alleging that former AG Bobby 
Kennedy ordered the F3I to place a wire tap on iiartin Luther 
King- He stated the article would probably hurt Kennedy a 
g^reat deal, ^ , 

I told Anderson we would have no comment concerning 
V such an article; however, that I felt he was doing us a 
great disservice inasmuch as the article would certainly 
dry up }^cgro sources of Information who have been friendly 
to the FBI, 

Anderson stated he and Pearson were well aware of 
this fact; however, they felt that Kennedy should -receive a 
death blov; prior to the Oregon primary. I told hifi that, as 
^ be had been advised once before, the FBI would not become 
Involved in bitter political struggles and that the record 
■ should be quite clear concerning this fact, Anderson said 
/,be well understood our position, and that he hoped Pearson’s 
^column would not affect the FBI too much, I told him that 
J remained to be seen. . . \ ** 

■■■ ■ ' Anderson asked me It the FBI had disseminated a report 

I concernins King's conmunist aftiliations arid sex life as of 
^February or March 28, 1968. I told him I would make no conupent, 
[He stated he knenv such a report was in existence and as a 
I iniatter of fact he had read such a report, 1 asked for the 

y identity of his source. He stated he must refuse to tell me. 

I told him we well knew that Ed Weisl, Jr. had advised him 
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f concerning specific information involving an old wire tap 
j on King. I asked him point-blank if Weisl had allowed him 

i to read an FBI report. He stated he had already admitted to 
me on one occasion that Velsl was his source in the Depart- 
ment^ but^tfiaf he must refuse to reveal the identity of the 
j j source who had allowed him to read an FBI report* The con- 
*|versaiion endid v;ith this statement. 

. ^ We did disseminate an FBI report on King dated 3/12/68 

' It may be that Anderson is bluffing or it may be that he is 
talking about this specific report. It would be my thought 
that he possibly knows the date of the report, but has not 
{been given a chance to'read it. We nevertheless should 
Jmaintain a strict '*no comment*' in the event Pearson's article 
;appears on Friday, 5/2^.;/6S. 
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